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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
13.  “The Coming Judgment of God!”                      
Scripture:  Revelation 15:1-16:21
Theme:    “Those who remain impenitent and hardened to God will ultimately experience the judgment of His wrath!”   
Introduction:
In this study we take chapters 15 and 16 together, because they describe two aspects of the same set of events—the seven final judgments of God on the earth.  The fifteenth chapter serves as an introduction to chapter sixteen.

The scene opens in Chapter 15 with a song of praise by those who have conquered the beast who has been persecuting the church.  Like Moses of old, Jesus Christ is praised as the Great Deliverer of God.  This scene of praise is a joyous celebration that leads into a solemn scene in heaven as preparation is made for the final, most dreadful judgments of the entire period of tribulation.

There are similarities between the seven bowl plagues recorded in Chapter 16 and the seven trumpet plagues we read of in Chapters 8-9.  Yet the bowl plagues are much more severe and intense.  While the first four trumpet plagues (of 8-9) fell upon man’s environment, the first bowl plague (of 16) falls directly on those who have declared themselves God’s enemies..  These plagues must be seen in the context of the great conflict between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan that was pictured so vividly in Chapter twelve.  These plagues are the outpouring of God’s wrath upon those who would frustrate God’s divine purpose in the world: the beast and those who have given loyalty to Satan.
Judgment is not an easy or pleasant topic to talk about.  Yet, these chapters, are reminders that a time is coming when the non-Christian world will experience a fearful reality: falling into the hands of an angry God. God’s patience can be clearly seen throughout this book, however God’s wrath and judgment upon sin, suffering and evil is inevitable.  Its not only a possibility, it’s a promise. 

I.  THE PRELUDE TO THE BOWL JUDGMENTS  (15:1-4)
1. What new sign does John see and how does he describe it? (15:1)   
2. How does John describe the scene in heaven and who did he see standing there? (15:2)
3. What is the nature of the song they sing and why can this song apply to both Moses and the Lamb? (15:3-4; Ex.15:1-18)            
·     By what names was God called in this heavenly hymn?     
·     In light of what was happening to Christians in John’s day why was the message   of the song so important and comforting?
II  THE PREPARATION FOR JUDGMENTS (15:5-8)   
1.    What does John see next and why do you suppose it’s brought up at this time?       (15:5-6)  What is the tent of witness? (Num. 1:50-53)
·     How do the angel’s attire suggest what they were authorized to do?

2.      Who hands the seven bowls of wrath to the angels and where and in what context were they first introduced? (15:7; 4:6-9)

3.      What kind of impression of the holiness of God do you receive from theses verses? (15:7-8)
·     Where else in scripture do we get a glimpse of God’s glory and power? (Ex. 19:18; Isa. 6:4)

·      What further warning does Hebrew 10:26-31 give us about God’s judgment?   

III   THE POURING OUT OF JUDGMENT (16:1-22)
1.      What command does John now hear and how are these judgments similar to the Egyptian plagues?    (Ex. 7:14-12:30)
2.     Why could the casual reader complain that God’s judgments were unjust?  On what basis does Revelation argue that they are just?  (16:4-7)
3.      What are the focuses of the 1st four bowl judgments, compare with ch. 8, and what response does God continue to seek?  (16:2-11)
4.      Identify the unholy trinity.  (16:13)  How do they work together?
5.      How does the outpouring of the sixth bowl resemble the sixth trumpet judgment of Rev. 9:13-21?  (16:12-14)

6.      What warning does the risen Lord give in vs. 15?  Compare with Mat. 24:42-44;
    I Thess. 5:2.  Does this mean that the church is still on earth?
7.      Explain the difference between Armageddon and Har Magedon?

· Do you think this will be a literal battle fought with men, tank, and arms?  Why? Or why not?

8       Describe the closing scene of the seventh bowl judgment. (16:17-21)  What are the results?

APPLICATION:

1   As you read these chapters what hymn of praise comes to your mind?
2   In what way does Jesus’ warning in 16:15 challenge you?    
